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                     ‘Ancient & Modern sorcery” Read:

		             1 Samuel 28
			     PP Chapter 67

The Story:	
Recap:  King Saul committed his last act of defiance to God by consulting with a ‘familiar spirit’ via the Witch of Endor.  He was given a message of doom, that he would die in the upcoming battle with the Philistines.  Some take the position that Samuel was actually present at the interview with Saul, but the Bible furnishes sufficient ground for a contrary conclusion.
1. Nearly all forms of sorcery and witchcraft are founded on a belief that humans can communicate with the dead.  What does the Bible teach about the state of the dead?
Eze… 18:20 The soul that sins will die
Job 7:9,10 …The dead don’t return to their house neither does their place know them anymore
Job 14:21… when living come to pay respects, the dead aren’t aware, when families of dead are honored, the dead aren’t aware of that either
Ps 146:4… our thoughts no longer exist once we’ve died
Eccl 9:5… Living people know that someday they will die, but after death people know nothing
Eccl 12:7 …Our dead bodies return to dust, which it came from and our breath returns to God who gave it
Eccl 9:10… there is no work, nor device, not knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave where you’re going

 Who was Saul communicating with in 1 Sam.28:14? 
1 Sam 28:16   A satanic imposter.  Satan identified himself when he told Saul that God is his enemy.  Satan has                            
                       always misrepresented God’s character.  There are only three ‘spirits’ that can speak to us:    
Acts 10:19 The Holy Spirit           Acts 10:22  The holy angels         Matthew 4:5,6  Fallen angels
1 Chron 10:13, 14 …Saul also died for speaking to a ‘familiar spirit’ 
                                                                                            
 
2. Many believe spiritualism is merely skill, slight-of-hand or trickery.  What is the danger when encountering a truly supernatural event that can’t be explain away?

(PP 685)  Many who reject spiritualism as the result of human skill or cunning will, when confronted with manifestations which they cannot account for upon this ground, be led to acknowledge its claims.

3. What does God say is the fate of sinners?
Gen 2:17…In the day that you eat of this tree, you will surely die.

4. How does Satan contradict God concerning the fate of sinners?
Gen 3:4  …Ye shall not surely die 

5. What does the Bible say about attempting to talk with the dead?  
Deut 18:9-12 …These things are abominations to the Lord: divinations, astrology, enchanters, witches, necromancers, consulters of familiar spirits, charmers
2 Kings 17:17… they used divinations and enchantments, etc. all of which provoked the Lord to anger, very angry and the Lord removed them from out of his sight
2 Thess 2:10,11… for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they will believe a lie…that they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.
Lev 20:6…The soul that turns to familiar spirits, and after wizards to go whoring after them, I will even set My face against that soul, and will cut him off from among his people.
Ps 106:37,38… idol worship is worshipping devils… they served idols, the dead, they sacrificed their sons and daughters to devils

6. Who is worthy to be worshipped? Who are we to pray to?  
Ps 145… Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise
Ps 96:4,5…For the Lord is great, and greatly to be praised: he is to be feared above all gods.
1 Chron 16:25…For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised


7. What is so alluring and attractive about spiritualism?
(PP 686)  The pretended power to draw aside the veil from the future and reveal to men what God has hidden.  

8. How can the weary and heavy-laden find peace and rest in their lives?
(PP 687)   they would find rest unto their souls if they would only go to Jesus 

9. If we neglect the means that God has arranged for our peace and comfort and resort to other means, what do we actually gain?
(PP 687)   when they neglect the means that God has ordained for their comfort, and resort to other sources, hoping to learn what God has withheld, they commit the error of Saul, and thereby gain only a knowledge of evil.

10. How can we identify God’s representatives from the devil’s representatives?
1John 4:1 …We’re commanded to test whether a ‘spirit’ is of God or Satan
It must agree with God’s law and testimony and it must agree that Jesus Christ is the Messiah
… Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God.  Every spirit that confesses not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist.  They are of the world, they speak of the world and the world hears them
We are of God, he that knows God hears us; he that is not of God hears us not.  Here is how we know the spirit is truth or the spirit is of error



11. What are God’s commands concerning wizards, witches, sorcerers, etc. and those who go to them for advice and information?
Lev. 20:27… A man or woman that hath a familiar spirit, or that is a wizard, shall surely be put to death : they shall stone them with stones: their blood shall be upon them.
Isaiah 8:19,20 …When they shall say unto you, seek unto them that have familiar spirits, and unto wizards that peep, and that mutter: should not a people seek unto their God? The living to the dead?  To the law and to the testimony? If they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.



The Principles:


We stand alone on the Word of God.  Be sure to include Scriptural references to support your answers.


1.  What is the state of the dead?

2. How does an eternally burning hell support Satan’s lie that sinners won’t die?

3. What does the Bible teach concerning praying to, worshipping and talking to the dead?

4. How can we know if a supernatural being is from God or not?



Questions and Take-aways:   
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